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This is a quick tutorial that will show you how to install XAMPP on
Windows.

As a programmer and designer | always have a development environment. It is never a good idea to
test a new programme, website, blog website and design on a production site ("life site").

In this walkthrough you will see how easy it is install XAMPP It will be your playground to try things
out, test it before publishing it. You will use your browser and the URL (website address):
http://localhost. By default, "localhost" is the default domain name for your PC. It resolves to IP
address 127.0.0.1.

Well what exactly is XAMPP?

WikiPedia defines XAMPP as follows:

XAMPP (pronounced zeemp or €ks.aemp) is a free and open source cross-platform web server
package, consisting mainly of the Apache HTTP Server, MySQL database, and interpreters for scripts
written in the PHP and Perl programming languages.

Let’s go!

Go and hop over to Apache Friends - XAMPP for Windows to learn more. Since I've encountered
problems with sending mail on XAMPP 1.7.3 (currently the latest version), | reverted back to version
1.7.2. At SourceForge you can browse all the versions and download the previous versions (|
recommend that you download xampp-win32-1.7.2.exe for now).

Downloading and Installing XAMPP

Download XAMPP at SourceForge and run the executable file.
An installation wizard will appear.
Select the install button.

B XAMPP for Windows

o Press Install button to start extraction

e Use Browse button to select the destination folder
from the folders tree. It can be also entered manually

o [fthe destination folder does not exist, it will be
created automatically before extraction

o After extraction, the setup script will be started

To install services or start/stop the servers, please
use the XAMPP Control Panel

Drestination folder

= 3 (oo

Installation progress

[ J

v U< P> X

Irztall l ’ Cancel ]

Figure 1 Installation Wizard
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Wait for the program to extract. By default it will extract the entire package to C:\XAMPP folder.
B XAMPP for Windows

Estracting xampphphphdeviincludeextporehperelibipore.h ~
Estracting xampphphptdeviinciudehestporeipereiibipore_internal b
Extracting samppsphpideviincludstestiporehperelibhporepasis.h
Estracting xamppsperliib\CORE Sperl b

Estracting xampphperib\CORE Yperlapi.h

Extracting xampphperlib\CORE Yperlhost.h

Estracting xampphperiib CORE Yperlio.h

Eutracting xampphperlilib CORE yperliol b

Extracting samppsperhibSCORE \perlsdio.h

Estracting xamppsperltib\CORE Sperlzfio b

Extracting xampphperlib\CORE Yperlvars.h

Estracting xampphperibyCORE Sperl b

Estracting xampphphpideviincludeimainphp.h

Ewtracting xampphphptdeviinciudetmainiphp_compat.h

|
hd

Destination folder

Installation progress

[ )

Cancel

U U< > X

Figure 2 Installation in progress

Once XAMPP has extracted the file a command prompt window will appear that will ask you a few
guestions to complete the installation.

Type ‘y’ and press the Enter key to create Start Menu and Desktop shortcuts.
C:AWINDOWS\system 3 2\cmd. exe

S R R S R R R R R R R R R R R R
# XAMPP 1.7.2 - Setup it

# Authors: Carsten Wiedmann <carsten_sttgtFgmx.de>
Kay Uogelgesang <{kuvolfapachefriends .opgl it
nummum:mnmm:mnmm:mtuu1:mutunnmutnnnmtuuumﬂtm:mnmm:uuuuuunuunuuunnnnunnnnn

Should I add shortcuts to the startmenuws/desktop? {uys/nr: u

Figure 3 Add shortcuts
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Type ‘v’ and press the Enter key to locate XAMPP paths correctly.
C:AWINDOWS\system 3 2\cmd. exe

Hd S R e R R R R R R R R R
It RAMFP 1.7.2 — Setup it

It Authors: Cal“‘tEI'l Wiedmann <carsten_sttgtlgmx.de>

y Uogelgesangy <kvoPapachefriends.org’ i
#ItﬂItﬂItﬂiﬂﬂtﬂ#mtmtmtﬂ#ﬂ#ﬂ#ﬂ#ﬂ#ﬂ#II#II#It#ﬂ#ﬂﬂIt#Itmtmtmtﬂ#ﬂ#ﬂ#iﬂtﬂ#ﬂlﬂﬂﬂﬂm#ﬂ#ﬂ#ﬂ#ﬂ#ﬂ
Should I locate the XAMPP paths correctly?

Should 1

Figure 4 Locate XAMPP paths

Type ‘y’ and press the Enter key if you install XAMPP on a hard disk including external hard disk
drives. Type 'n' for USB Flash drives (USB Sticks).

C:AWINDOWS\system32\cmd. exe

#ItﬂItﬂItﬂiﬂﬂtﬂ#mtmtmtﬂ#ﬂ#ﬂ#ﬂ#ﬂ#ﬂ#II#II#It#ﬂ#ﬂﬂIt#Itmtmtmtﬂ#ﬂ#ﬂ#iﬂtﬂ#ﬂlﬂﬂﬂﬂm#ﬂ#ﬂ#ﬂ#ﬂ#ﬂ
It HZAMPE 1.7.2 — Setup

It Authors: Cal“‘tEl'l Wiedmann <carsten_sttgtlgmx.de>
y Uogelgesang {kvolapachefriends.org> i
#ItﬂItﬂItﬂiﬂﬂtﬂ#mtmtmtﬂ#ﬂ#ﬂ#ﬂ#ﬂ#ﬂ#II#II#It#ﬂ#ﬂﬂIt#Itmtmtmtﬂ#ﬂ#ﬂ#iﬂtﬂ#ﬂlﬂﬂﬂﬂm#ﬂ#ﬂ#ﬂ#ﬂ#ﬂ

Should I make a portahbhle XAMPP without drive letteps?

HOTE: — You should use drive letters. if you want use services.
— With USE =ticks you must not use drive letters.

Your choice? {u/ni:

Figure 5 Drive Letters
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Press the Enter key

C:AWINDOWS\system 3 2\cmd. exe
Should I make a portahbhle XAMPP without drive letteps?

MOTE: — You should use drive letters, if you want use services.
— With USE =ticks you must not use drive letters.

Your choice? <us/n>: y

relocating XAMFP...

reélocate HXAMPP bhase package
relocate Apache

relocate FileZilla FTP Server
relocate Mercury

relocate MySQL

relocate OpenSSL

relocate Perl

relocate PHP

relocate phpMuyAdmin

relocate Sendmail

relocate Wehalizer

reélocate XAMPF Demopage
relocating HAMPP successful.

#AMPFP i= ready to use.

Presz <Return’> to continue:

Figure 6 XAMPP is ready after allocating a drive letter.

Next you will see a notification about the time zone. You will see a bit later on how to change the
time zone. Press the Enter key for now.

D:AWINDOWS\system32\cmd. exe

HHEE RS R R R RS R R R R R R R R R e R e e g
#t BAMPP 1.7.2 — Setup it

# Authors: Carsten Wiedmann <carsten_sttgtlgmx.de>*

# Kay Uogelgesang <kuvolapachefriends.orgl #
#ﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂ#ﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂ#ﬂﬂﬂ#ﬂ#ﬂ#ﬂ#ﬂ#ﬂ#ﬂ#ﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂ#ﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂ#ﬂ#ﬂ#ﬂ#ﬂ#ﬂ#ﬂ#ﬂ
I have set the timezone in ‘php.ini’ and ‘my.ini’ to "EuropesHelsinki".

You zhould correct these valuesz if my guess was wrong.

Press {Return> to continue:

Figure 7 Timezone notification
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Type 'x' and press the Enter key to close the screen.
C:AWINDOWS\system 3 2\cmd. exe

S R R S R R R R R R R R R R R R
# XAMPP 1.7.2 - Setup it

# Authors: Carsten Wiedmann <carsten_sttgtFgmx.de>
Kay Uogelgesang <{kuvolfapachefriends .opgl it
nummum:mnmm:mnmm:mtuu1:mutunnmutnnnmtuuumﬂtm:mnmm:uuuuuunuunuuunnnnunnnnn

. start HAMPP Control Panel

. relocate XAMPP
Ccurrent path: “xampp
disable HTTPS <(SEL>
dizabhle Server Side Incluades <5812
enable IPv4 only (current: IPud 6 Cautodd
disable mod_perl
dizsable Apache::=ASP

x Exit

Pleaszse choose 1-7-x):

Figure 8 Notification that installation is finished

Correct the time zones

Open Windows Explorer and go to the directory C:\XAMPP\PHP and open the file php.ini with your
favourite text editor.

File Edit Wiew Favorites Tools Help o |
»
&£ 3 v . . .
IJ Back = ¥ | gt Search Folders FH T | X ¥ =
fdrecs [0 Cilxamppiphp v/ EY o
~ '-" 'P Bl ki ~

File and Folder Tasks #

] phip.gif
=l Renams this file ‘ 0% 67
_d.ﬁ Move thiz Fils | 1F |

\] Copr -
"_3 Fublzh thes filz to the
= E-mail this Fie

D php
php

] *=amgpp !
My Cincumenks -'"-l_‘l‘ 5q3l33.d|
= Diowcuments j
3 Shared Documents |

L
i s - !
My Cormputer ssleaydz. dil

] e

Type: Canfiguration Settings Dabe Modfied; 2010/08/22 11:35 AM Size: 85.2KB 85, 2KE % My Computer

phip-win. gxe

*»

Other Places

Figure 9 PHP folder
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Scroll down to line 1014 to enter the correct time zone. To get the correct value go to
http://php.net/date.timezone and look up the time zone for your region. Remember to save the file.

# EditPad Pro - [C:\xampp\phpiphp.ini] =13
File Edit Project Search EBlock Mark Fold Tools Macros Extra Convert  Options  View Help

O -l W~ R~ -
2 DO O8elh RT-B-@ (3~

) php.ini]

L A
S| [Date]

s Defines the default timezone used by the date Ffunctions

s http: A php.netsdate. timezone

date.tLimezone = "J&frica/dohannesburg‘"

s ohttprsiphp.netSdate.default-1atitudea
;date.default_latitude = 31.7687

S ohttprsSphp.net/Sdate.defaul t-1ongi tude
sdate.defaul t_longitude = 35.2333

s http://php.net/date.sunrise-zenith
sdate.sunrise zenith = B0.583333

s o http:/Sphp.net/date.sunset-zenith
;date.sunset_zenith = 80,553333

Figure 10 Time zone setting in php.ini

Now go to the directory C:\xampp\mysgl\bin and open the file my.ini.

™ bin =6

]
T

File Edt Wiew Favorites Tools Help f,
— r >

eﬁack M = | lj]‘ P ) Search = Folders mv }% L‘:‘l Dl_ll x ij- |'$

Address |_) Camppimysglibin V| Go

echo.exe A~

File and Folder Tasks &

mii Renarne this file
[ Mave this fils

-
&

D) Copy this file 4

Q C\.;.:gsh this File to the @ f
Ilﬁ
| —rry
|
m
f——

) E-mail this file
iz Print this file
¥ Deleke this Fils

my _prink_defaulks.exe

Dther Places myisarn_ftdump.exe

Iy sl

(£} My Documents
|3 Shared Documents
:* My Cornpuker

myisamchk. exe

Type: Configuration Settings Date Modified: 2010/08/25 11:36 AM Size: 5,45 KE | 5.48 KB :J My Computer

Figure 11 MySQL'’s bin folder
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Scroll down to line 43 and enter the correct time zone. Remember to save the file.

# EditPad Pro - [C:\xampp\mysqlAbinimy. ini] (=13
File Edt Project Search EBlock Mark Fold Tools Macros Extra Conwvert  Ophions  Wiew Help

[ -[e | W~ K~ -

OO oe8am ST-5- @ (3~

K] myjm]
read buffer size = 256K -~
read rnd huffer size = 512K

myisam sort buffer size = 8H

default-time—-zone = "Africa/Johanneshurg™

log error = "fyampp/mysql/data/mysgl.erc” -
pid file = M"mysgl.pid™

general log =0

general log file = ™/uanmpp/mysgl/datalmysgl. log”

slow_guery log =0

slow guery log file = "/xawpp/mysql/data/mysgl-slov. log"

# Don't listen on a TCPAIP port at all. This can be a security enhancement,
# if all processes that need to connect to mysgld run on the samwe host.

# All interaction with myagld must be made via UTnix sockets or nawmed pipes.
# Note that usSing this option without enabling named pipes on Windows

# (via the "enable-named-pipe™ option) will render mysdgld useless!

#

£

e

< S 53

Figure 12 my.ini

You can close the above files.

Start Services XAMPP via the XAMPP Control Panel

Now let’s go and check that XAMPP is functionally properly.

Start up the XAMPP Control Panel by double clicking on the desktop icon. Otherwise click on the

Start menu = All programs = XAMPP for Windows = XAMPP Control Panel
'. -

all Programs ® G

Frim

#OMPP Conkral Pane

#AMPF SFEl
®AMPP Uninstall

Figure 13 XAMPP Control Panel on the Menu

10
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Select the Start button next to Apache.

B3 XAMPP Control Panel Application

Install XAMPP on Windows

®AMPP Control Panel
(Apache Friends Edition)

Modules

[1svc Apache
[sve MySql Sr‘t
[Jsve  Filezilla
[sve Mercury

Tormcat

HAMPP Control Panel VWersion Z.5.8 [Z009-07-Z28)
HAMPP Eor Windows Version 1.7.:Z

Windows 5.1 Build 2600 Platform £ Serwvice Pack 3
Current Directory: C:\xampp

Statns Check OR

Busy. ..

Apache started

£

Shell
Setup
Port-Check
Explore
Z
Refresh
Help
Exit

]
=

Figure 14 Start Apache Web Server

Select the Start button next to MySQL

B3 XAMPP Control Panel Application

[Jsve MySql @
[Isve FileZilla

Tormcat

HWAMPP Control Panel Version 2.5.8 [Z009-07-E8)
HAMPP Eor Windows Wersion 1.7.:Z

Windows 5.1 Build Z2&00 Platform Z Service Pack 3
Current Directory: C:\xampp

Statns Check OR

Busy. ..

Apache started

£

»AMPP Control Panel Shell
(Apache Friends Edition)
Maodules Port-Check
[Jsve Apache Running [ Stop ][.ﬁ.dmin] [ Explore ]
SCM

Refresh
Help
Exit

Figure 15 Start MySQL Database Server
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Test installation

Now to check if XAMPP has installed successfully just select the Admin button on the same line as

Apache.

Otherwise just open your favourite browser and type http://localhost/ in the address bar.

B XAMPP Control Panel A pplication

®AMPP Control Panel Zhell
{Apache Friends Edition)
Modules Port-Check
[1svc Apache  Running [ Stop ] [ adrpjn Explore
1.
[1svc MySqgl  Running [ Stop ] [ Adm SCM
Osve ezl
Clsve  Mercury
Bu=y. .. s
Apache stopped
Refresh. ..
Done
Bu=y. ..
Apache started
Bu=sy. ..
My5QL started
w
£ >
Figure 16 Open in browser by select the Admin button
Now select the language of your choice.
) XAMPP 1.7.2 - Mazilla Firefox EJI'E]M
Ein Ed Yew Hgloy  Bookmeks  Took ek
B-c o M (B ([ remiocabosompotspisn pro 2 -lla- 5
) Mozt visted I Getting Sharted ] Lavest Headires | | Customize Links || Share on Facebook | | Seanfor Privacy | | hsotist
i) Disabbes [ Coukies= |3 €55 ] Foms= (8 Images= i Information= © ) Mscelansous= ' Outine= |  Resioas o Took= i) iew Source= - Optiores= v

[C] wasnp 172

Figure 17 Select language

12
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You will see the XAMPP welcome screen.

) XAMPP 1.7.2 - Mozilla Firefox
Fle Edt View Hastory Bookmarks Took Hel

@ - C o N @. [E] hetp:fiocalhostjxampp! 2 -| - P

Most isited § Getting Started [ Latest Headines | ] Customize Links | ] Share on Facebook | ] Scan for Privacy | ] Hootlet

(© Disable- 2 Cockies~ (] €55+ ] Forms- (8] Images~ @) Information= () Miscellaneous~ ./ Outline~ | § Resize~ /° Tools~ £ View Source= - Options~. v

[E] zampp 1.7.2 + =

XAM PP for WlndOWS English / Deutsch / Francais / Nederlands / Polski/ Slavene / [taliane | Norsk / Espafiol

&3 Portugués | Portugués (Brasil), B;

HAMPP 1.7.21

Congratulations:
‘You have successfully installed XAMPP on this system!

Now you can start using &pache and Co. You should first try »Statuse on the left navigation to make sure everything works fine
Faor OpenSsL support please use the test certificate with hitns://127.0.0.1 or hitos: /flocalhost
2nd very important! Big thanks far help and suppart to Memesis, KriS, Boppy, Pe-Dummy and all other friends of X&MPPI

Goad luck, Kay Vogelgesang + kai 'Oswald’ Seidler + Carsten Wiedmann

EEECEES

Figure 18 XAMPP Welcome Screen

Install XAMPP on Windows

In the left navigation bar click on the Status link to view what is running and working or not.

%) XAMPP 1.7.2 - Mozllla Firefox =)

Ble B Yew Hgloy Focknaks  Took  Help

@ - o E [ T T e— 2 - a- y;
L] most visted M Getting Started (7] Latest Meadings | | Customas Unks | share on Fscebock. | | Seanfor Prvacy || Hootlet

i) Disabler (3 Cookies= | ) €55 [ Forms= (8 Tmages= 0 bnformation= ) Miscelarmous= ./ Culle § J Resize % Tocks= 4] Yiew Source= - Optiors - o

[=] xampp 1.7.2 | = -

XAMPP for WIndows e .. s e e e o

Portugues | Portugués (Brasil) - BEil

XKAMPP Status
This page offers you one page to view 2l information about what's running and warking, and what isn't warking.

el Compo status Hint
Companants MySOL database [Activano]
phpinfol PHP [acuvaiio]
pearinfa Parl with mad_perl [AcTivaTen ]
:‘:’,‘::253 Apache: SR [Acrivaren]
. HTTPS {S5L) [AcTivaTen ]
Common Gateway Interface (CGl)  ETERTENTTS
Server Side Includes (551} [AcTivaren]
Instant Art s [AcTivaTED
Flash Art vl
nrumi;;x SMTP Servicn
Guest Book FTP S
Tonls = : : = = .
——— Some changes to the may cause false . &ll reports viewed with S5L (hitps:/flocathost) do not
CUCREUN  funchon!

Wirbalizer

Mercury Mail
Filezilla £1P

Figure 19 XAMPP Status Screen
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Click on the Security link in the navigation pane to get an overview of the security status of your
XAMPP installation.

) XAMPP 1.7.2 - Mozilla Firefox
File Edit Wiew History Bookmarks Tools  Help

- C {at T_‘ @' [E] httpeifiocalhostjsecurity] [= i B e

@ Muost Yisited ’ Getting Started 5y Latest Headlines \j Zustomize Links |j Share on Facebook \j Scan For Privacy \j Hootlet

(&) Disables 2 Cookies= [ ] 55+ =] Forms= (8] Images= @ Information= () Miscellaneous= - Outline~ ;: Resizer f Tools= @ Wiew Source=

[E] xampp 1.7.2 | [E]xampp 172 8| + -
XAMPP for Wind
~
XAMPP XAMPP SECURITY [Security Check 1.1]
[PHP o]
This page gives you a guick overview of the secunty status of your XAMPP installation. (Please continue reading after
the table.)
Subject Status
These XaMPP pages are accessible through the netwark by anyone
e sma pa ars locking st Aght new (s accessible by svaryons ovar tha network, Evaryons wha
55 can see these pages L
The MySQL admin user root has NO passwor
Evary local user on thiz Windows maching can access your MySQL databaze with administratar ights, You
should set & passvord
PhpMyadmin is freely accessible by network
PREMyAdmin | szibla by natwark without 3 paseward. Tha canfiguration 'hitad” or 'coskis’ in the
canfiainzchp” can help,

& FTP server is not running or is blocked by a firewall!
# POP3Z server like Marcury Mail is nat running or is blocked by a firewalll
The Tomcat add-on Is not instalialied.

The green marked points are sacure; the red marked points are definitively unsecure and tha yellow marked paints

couldn’t be checked (for exampla bacause the sofwars to check isn't running). B

¥ Downloads Clear
’E Done @ '*. @ i::'?ﬁ‘5
Figure 20 XAMPP Security overview

Scroll down and click on the link http://localhost/security/xamppsecurity.php

In this screen you can secure the XAMPP installation by providing a password for the MYSQL root
user and choose a username and password for the XAMPP directory. Remember that you will have
to enter this username and password every time you access http://localhost/

") XAMPP 1.7.2 - Mozllla Firefox EEX

Ble Ed Wew Hgory fookmorks Took bep
e -C o M B B vreicaostisoaty 2 -4 J
] Most viskad M Getting Startad [ Latest Meadines | ] Customis Links | ] Shars on Facsbaock | ] Sean For privacy ] Mostist
&) Disable [ Cookdes- [ ] 055+ ] Foems= @ tmages- () Infoemations | ) Miscrlanenuss o Outines 2 Resizne 0 Took- 3] View Saurce- D Options= SO0
[ o 1.7.2 [E] xampe 1.7.2 a8l -
-
HaMPP MYSQL SECTION: "ROOT" PASSWORD
[FHF: 5.3.0]
T SQL & rliser: root
Secty MySOL SuperLiser:
New password: CLLTITTTY
. lLanguages Repeat the new password: snsssnes
Englsh
Deutsch phoMy2dmin authertication:  hetp O cookie @
Frannaes
Nederlands Set & random password for the
Polski pihgaby2cdmin user ‘pena’: vor © 0 O
Elovenn
italiano ——
Morsk O
Espafiol (File: Chzampphsecurity\mysalrootpasswd.tat)
L4
Portuguis Pasawnrd changing
Partugués (Brasil)
MAMPP DIRECTORY PROTECTION (.htaccess)
User: yourusemame
Passward: LLLTTETTY
(Fila: C:ixampphy i i it}
Sncure the MAMPP dirncinny -
Esoes-

Figure 21 Secure XAMPP installation

Now your developer environment is all set up and ready waiting for you.

14
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Conclusion:

Remember XAMPP is for a developer environment. You can read and learn more about at Apache
Friends - XAMPP for Windows.

You can also watch this video: How to install XAMPP on Windows.

Feel free to submit any feedback to ermsitgirl@zellism.com.

Happy coding and have fun!
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	How to install XAMPP on Windows
	This is a quick tutorial that will show you how to install XAMPP on Windows.
	Well what exactly is XAMPP?
	Downloading and Installing XAMPP
	Type ‘y’ and press the Enter key to create Start Menu and Desktop shortcuts.
	Type ‘y’ and press the Enter key to locate XAMPP paths correctly.
	Type ‘y’ and press the Enter key if you install XAMPP on a hard disk including external hard disk drives. Type 'n' for USB Flash drives (USB Sticks).
	Next you will see a notification about the time zone. You will see a bit later on how to change the time zone. Press the Enter key for now.

	Correct the time zones
	Scroll down to line 1014 to enter the correct time zone. To get the correct value go to http://php.net/date.timezone and look up the time zone for your region. Remember to save the file.
	Scroll down to line 43 and enter the correct time zone. Remember to save the file.

	Start Services XAMPP via the XAMPP Control Panel
	Select the Start button next to Apache.
	Select the Start button next to MySQL

	Test installation
	You will see the XAMPP welcome screen.
	In the left navigation bar click on the Status link to view what is running and working or not.
	Click on the Security link in the navigation pane to get an overview of the security status of your XAMPP installation.
	Scroll down and click on the link http://localhost/security/xamppsecurity.php

	Conclusion:

